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with Vickers and Hotchkiss, and put twenty-two rounds of
shrapnel over the face of the mound. A reinforcement of 100
men from Aima now reached us (they had refused Sherifian
service the day before over a question of wages, but sunk old
scores in the crisis), and we sent them, with three Hotchkiss
automatics, to our left flank. They crept down behind the
western ridge of the plain till within 200 yards of the Turkish
Maxims, without being seen, as we opened across the plain a
frontal attack of eighteen men, two Vickers, and two large Hotch-
kiss. The ridge was a flint one, and the Turks could not entrench
on it, as we had found in the morning; the ricochets were horrible.
They lost many men, and our left flank were finally able by a
sudden burst of fire to wipe out the Turkish machine-gunners and
rush the guns. The mounted men then charged the retreating
Turks from our right flank, while we sent forward the infantry
and the banners in the centre. They occupied the Turkish line
at sunset, and chased the enemy back past their guns into the bed
of Wadi Hasa; where their cavalry in reserve put up a check that
was not passed till dark. Our people mostly gave up the pursuit
at this point (we had had no food since the day before, and the
cold was pitiful) but the Bedouins of Kerak took it up and harried
the flying mob all night.

Our losses were about twenty-five killed and forty wounded.
The Ibn Jazi Howeitat, under Hamad el-Arar, did splendidly,
and the villagers were very steady and good.

103:   TO V. W. RICHARDS
15.7.18.
Well, it was wonderful to see your writing again, and very diffi-
cult to read it: also pleasant to have a letter which doesn't begin
'Reference your GS ic^Syb of the 45th*. Army prose is bad,
and one has so much of it that one fears contamination in one's
own. I cannot write to anyone just now. Your letter came to me
in Aba Lissan, a little hill-fort on the plateau of Arabia S.E. of the
Dead Sea, and I carried it with me down to Akaba, to Jidda, and
then here to answer. Yet with all that I have had it only a month,